
 

 

 

 

Welcome to the January 2015 issue of Smokebox. 

I hope you all had a very good Christmas, I would like to wish you and your family a Happy and Healthy New Year.  

Steam in Beds 2014 

There is not a lot more I can say about Steam in Beds that I did not say in my email of the 4th December.  But if you 

missed it to summarise, attendance was marginally down on last year but we still had a modest surplus.  As far as I 

can tell the Traders were more than happy with the day’s trade, it was encouraging that the two new Traders would 

like to attend again. 

Group Meetings Dates - 2015 

The following dates have been booked for our 2015 meetings. 

 

Note that the February meeting is on 8th not the 1st as it would clash with the Village Pantomime. 

4th January 8st February 1st March 5th April  3rd May  7th June 

August no meeting  5th July  6th September 4th October 1st November  

28th November Steam in Beds 2015  

December no meeting 

If you would like to know, which dates Prayle Grove will be at the club meetings please contact Carol direct via her 

email: caroleast@me.com 

Future Events 

For those of you who have not heard, the organisers of the Model Engineering Show at Ally Pally in 

January have withdrawn the invitation to attend.  It would appear that they are so well organised it was 

not until they started to plan the floor layout they realised they had invited two 16mm Layouts.  As we 

attended last year, we were the ones to lose out.  I suppose that’s what comes of letting people who know 

nothing about the hobby book the exhibits. 

Still all is not doom and gloom we are still taking Ridgmont to the Association’s Peterborough Show on 

Saturday 11th April.  It is still a way off but we will need to start planning for it very shortly. 
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Future Events cont. 

There have been a couple of interesting invitations in the last week or so.  The first is the G1MRA spring 

show, the Association has been asked if it would field a 16mm Live Steam Layout at their show which is 

held in Shepshed nr. Loughborough on the 25th April 2015.  Those of you with sharp eyes will have noted 

that that is two weeks after our own show at Peterborough.  The Association is keen to present all that is 

best in 16mm so naturally they have asked Ridgmont to represent them.  As it follows quite close to 

Peterborough, we do need to gauge the level of support from within the ranks of the BAGs members 

before we can make a firm commitment.  Please let me know if you are willing to help.  

The second approach is a local affair, the Heritage Park, Pitstone Green Museum are planning a Model 

Railway event during 2015.  Those of you who know the venue will know it’s home to a large collection of 

artefacts covering many diverse ranges, from restored farming equipment, a science room, domestic 

appliances, print shop and blacksmiths they even have a replica of the cockpit of a Avro Lancaster Bomber 

the list is endless.  It also has a G1 layout and is now the permanent home of Wags Wharf.  The site is just 

12 miles from Eaton Bray so distance would not be a problem.  They have a large 2-wheel trailer 8ft x 5ft 

rated for 3 / 4 tons which would be plenty big enough for Ridgmont we just need somebody to tow it.   A 

date has not yet been fixed for the event; the Museum is open 9 times between Easter and October mainly 

Bank Holidays and some Sundays.  I would suggest we avoid the Bank Holidays purely because I suspect 

many of our members have family commitments then.  As we don’t have a meeting during August and the 

Museum has an open day on Sunday 9th I think it would work well for us providing we can put together a 

team to run Ridgmont, the site is open to the public from 11am to 5.00pm so it is not a long day.  Again, 

please let me know if you would be willing to support this event. 

Planned New Layout 

I have for the moment given the proposed new layout the working title of “Eaton Downs”, I would 

welcome any other suggestion that members may have before we finally settle on its name. 

The order for the new Baseboards was placed with Chris Moody at the beginning of December with a view 

for them to be ready for delivery at our January meeting.  There was quite a bit of discussion about the 

final size and configuration of the boards, which inevitably led to a delay in placing the order.  I have learnt 

today from Chris Moody he will not be able to deliver the Boards until our meeting on 8th February. 

This will give us time to sort out the storage space for them under the stage.  We have been given 

permission to use more space but we do need to have a good clear out as we do seem to have acquired a 

lot of stuff that we could get rid of.  We can then turn to finalising the track plan, at present we are 

planning to have two 32mm running lines plus a 45mm outer line.  The final configuration and point work 

is yet to be decided. 

Chairman’s Ramblings 

I know many of you were very disappointed we did not include the Chairman’s Ramblings in January 2014 

Smokebox.  However, have no fear they are back again, see below. 

Chris 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Chairman’s Ramblings 

Now then, as the first Smokebox of this last year did not contain anything from yours truly, you may well 

have been thinking “thank goodness for that – he’s finally seen the light and packed it in” (or something 

similar). Indeed, I too had imagined that you’d all had enough of my “Ramblings” and that I didn’t need to 



make any further attempts at highlighting my literary prowess (lack of). BUT, and it’s a big BUT, none of us 

reckoned on the persuasive charms of our erstwhile secretary! 

 

 There I was, sitting in front of the goggle-box, with just over three full days of 2014 left to run, when I 

noticed an e-mail from Chris entitled “Chairman's Rambling - for January Smokebox” – I think that you can 

draw your own conclusions as to the message therein!  

So, if for no other reason than to show support for Chris and all the hard work he puts in for the 

club……….the “Ramblings” are back. 

Firstly, and as always, I hope you had a good Christmas and would like to wish you all a Happy New Year.   

Sad to say that 2014 saw the passing of one of our long standing members Ted Stanley. I think most of us 

had come to know Ted, and Betsy, over the years so I don’t need to recount his long association with the 

club. Suffice to say that Ted was well liked and will be greatly missed by us BAGs and the wider 16mm 

fraternity. It was a measure of the esteem in which he was held that there was standing room only in the 

church at his funeral service, and it was good to see that included a significant percentage of our own 

membership. Our thoughts and good wishes are with Betsy, who steadfastly joined us at SIB at the end of 

November. 

SIB2014 

Once again, I think a few words on our recent Steam in Beds exhibition are in order. Visitor numbers and 
takings were slightly down on the previous year, but we still had a surplus to top up club funds, which in 
material terms is all we are really looking for. What is essential is that everyone, paying guests, traders and 
BAGs (despite all the hard work) have an enjoyable day, and this I am sure we achieved. 

For the second year we have borrowed the church as well, which has doubled both the size of the 
exhibition and our workload. But, we coped, and I think the expanded format has made SIB even more 
attractive to both 16 millers and the general public. Shortly after SIB I had an e-mail from Roy Holt from 
the Peterborough group which read: 

Excellent little show. We took a car load from PADs (Peterborough 16mm Group members) across and a 

good day was had by all. About half of our "active" membership came over during the day at odd times and 

surprisingly for our lot, no one had a whinge about anything. The ladies and gents who provided the 

refreshments definitely need a special mention. No show being complete without bacon rolls and lashings of 

tea. 

We have just relocated to a new venue, which being a redundant school has a very nice hall and all of the 

essential facilities to hand so who knows what might develop here over the next year or two. 

 

Please extend our thanks to all of those involved. 

Apart from me adding my own thanks to the whole team, I think the above e-mail says it all. So THANK 

YOU again.   

One small point for future reference.  For all the best reasons a few folk parked, or attempted to park, on 

the grass, which was far too soft to take it. Not only did we get an immediate visit from the hall 

management on the day, but we narrowly escaped being billed for repairing the turf. We do try to organise 

the parking of members and traders so as to optimise the space, so can I please ask that for future SIBs 

everyone looks to park up tight in the first bay – or otherwise wait to be directed by the poor soul who has 

been lumbered with orchestrating the parking!  



2015 

During the coming year we have the usual line up of Sunday meetings most months, and have tentatively 

booked the hall for SIB – note that this time it will be on the 28th November. 

Our invitation for the Ally Pally in January has been withdrawn as they have over booked! 

Andrew Neal will be attending the AGM at Peterborough with one of his layouts, and a little bell in my head 

says that we have also been asked to take Ridgmont. 

We have again been invited to take Papplewick to the B.M.E.S  Small Loco Rally on Sunday 12th July. All 

BAGs are invited to participate.  

B.M.E.S. have a dual gauge “Garden Line” , a multi-gauge (2 ½”, 3 ½” and 5”) raised track plus 5” / 7 ¼” 

dual guage ground level track at the Hammer Hill end of the site – all will be in action on the day.   

I am sure there will be more “Trains for Marie Curie Cancer Care” on Martin Shrubshole’s garden line, The 

Somesay Island Railway – but as yet I do not have any dates. Please support these days if you can, it is for 

a very good cause and great fun too. 

Check on our website for further information on garden meets and other exhibitions of interest. Oh, and 

keep your eyes peeled and your ears open for exciting developments on the layout front! 

In the meantime carry on steaming, and I hope to see you soon. 

 

Brian   

 


